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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Two independent activity streams 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Legislature 

• All government entities 
 Executive 

 Legislative 

 Judiciary 

 Independent  

• All awards 

• Searchable 

• Annual revenues 
 Earnings 

 Fees 

 Leases 

 Federal Grants  
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Legislature (cont.) 

• All audits & reports 

• 10 year timeframe 

• Dynamic – real time 

• Aggregated  

 

• Website demo     www.mass.gov 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Recovery Act   

Required 

• Prime recipient, subrecipients 

• Full Time Equivalents – Created/Retained 

• Project/program descriptions 

• Amount obligated 

• Amount spent 

 

Governor 

• Demographic 

• Public/private 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Recovery Website 

• Initial efforts – press questions 

• Focused on reporting 

• Focused on numbers 

• “Let’s try brown” 

• New focus on people 

 

• Website demo    www.mass.gov/recovery 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Massachusetts Open Checkbook  

• Initiative of the Governor and Treasurer 

• Builds on Recovery 

• Start with FY2010 

• Work with advocacy groups 

• Go live – November 30 

• Building block for new Transparency website 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Issues in Development  

• What does Transparency mean 

• Do we understand how websites work 
 Design 

 Usability 

 Maintenance  

• How do you transform data into information 
 Should you 

 Interpretation 

 Context 

 Telling a story 
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Issues in Transparency 

• Release of confidential information 

• Interaction with the press 

• Cost 

• What you find out 

• Salary information - special pitfalls 

• Pensions – privacy 

• Political issues 
 Legislature 

 Information during elections   
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Massachusetts Recovery & Reinvestment Office 

Transparency  - Not Just a Website 
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